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How to read a newspaper 


by Walter Cronkite 




_...... thee^, thectiwKct. . 


what we bring you is prii^rily at the pictures and read the cap- 
faint page headline service. B get tions._^I do the s™e^ing^e W 


vides four basic ingredient; 
mind around the news: 

Rule #1 of American 

. are reserved on^Jbr news.” 
What is news Mt is informo' 
tion only. You can tell a good news- 

. e ..-- paper story. It just reports the news. 

listings. With my overview you’ll It doe^’t try to slant it. And it 
get there quickly enough. First I giws you both sides of the story. 

ftxrnt'page headlines, kxjk _ Look put_^ a lot of adjectives 




he telling or writing of most 

aper's “inverted pyramid” style will 
A well-reported story will tell 

'where" and "how.” The best news- 
japers will go on to tell you “why.” 
'VCTiy” is often missing. And that 
nay be the key irtgredient. 



lenfiifi Ilf etKhsurncu^the num^ suiries w 


allytJU! 
flesh on 




teXe.' 


;ly. is to keep yourself 
evCT^rg^ the quotation 


wo to speak th{ 
lakandoneto 


Take a 3-mmute overview 
Here’s how 1 tackle a paper. Rat 
starters, I take a three-minute over- 


up” tells you plenty. For < 

^ hea^ine type size will teli 

jumSSckSofwS”."'"' 

Which is the main sto 
You’ll find the main t-...., 

used to ap^ar on newsstands 
folded and displayed with their tq) 
right-hand quarter showing. They good reception. 
made up the front page with the Another tip: 

lead story there to entice reader 
You’ll find the second mos 
important story at the top for 


and adverbs. TTtey don’t belong in 
an objective news story. They Knd 
to color and slant it so you may 
me to a wrong conclusion. 

Do look for by-lines, datelines 


I anol^isis—to help you \ 
Backgnnmd offers 

^ & it shouU fc-and uX 
:arefi.illy labeled as such. It 
rally by-lined by an expert < 


’—background for the editorial; 




_^ help fill in the hoL_ 

pie, many people felt that the daily 
news coverage wasrit entirefo ^tis- 


Now that I’ve rold you about 
the basics of getting under the skin 
of a newspap, let newspapers get 

Toni^t, pick an important sto¬ 
ry that interests you on the TV 
news. Dig into the story—in your 
newspaper. Follow it, and continue 
to follow it closely in print. See if 
you don’t find yourself with for more 
understanding of the event. 

And see if you don’t have a for 

“whys” and “wherefores" of that 
event, even down to how it will 
affect you—and maybe even what 
should be done about it. 

Keep up with the news the way 
my colleagues and I do—on TV 

' ■ ’-foryourself, to 
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The Rio Grande 
Cutthroat Trout 
are biting 
at Forbes 
Magazine’s 
400-square-miie 
Trinchera Ranch 
in the Coiorado 
Rockies-and 
you’re invited to 
try your tuck. 
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